
Home Electrical Safety: Space Heater Tips 

As temperatures drop this winter, many will use space heaters in their homes.
Review these tips to keep you, your family and your property safe.

Materials – What are the components of your space heater made of? Parts like
metal grating can be hot to the touch and may burn anyone who gets too close.
Make sure you purchase a heater that is cool to the touch and has guards over the
coils just in case little fingers get too close.

Placement - While it can be tempting to place a small heater on a shelf so it is not
in the way of pets and children, it is safer to leave the heater on a level floor on a
nonflammable surface. Keeping the space heater on the floor can keep it from falling
over, preventing fire hazards. Also, remember that space heaters and bathrooms are
not a good combination, unless the heater is designed for bathroom use. Moisture
can damage the heater. The most important rule about space heater placement is
the three-foot rule. Whether you are using the heater in the bedroom, living room or
kitchen, space heaters should always be kept three feet away from flammable
materials and out of the way of children and pets.
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